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Northern Indiana Public Service Company 
NIPSCO, with headquarters in Merrillville, Ind., is one of the 
seven energy distribution companies of NiSource Inc. (NYSE: 
NI). With more than 786,000 natural gas customers and 
457,000 electric customers across the northern third of 
Indiana, NIPSCO is the largest natural gas distribution 
company, and the second largest electric distribution 
company, in the state. NiSource distribution companies serve 
3.8 million natural gas and electric customers primarily in 
seven states. 

•  Major Cause of Outages 
• Safety Hazard 
• Reliability  





• Safety for  
people 
 
• Safety for 
workers 
 





• People like 
having power 
 
• Electricity is 
critical to 












Impact of trimming on 
health of tree 
 
Tree Replacement  
Program 
 
Our Work Standards 
Work Planning, 
Customer Service, and 
IURC Adherence.  
One of 2 utilities in the nation that has 
been a member since program’s start.  
Meeting the 5 standards increases    
communication and cooperation  between 
Utilities, Communities, and other 
stakeholders. 
 
• 1. Quality Tree Care 
• 2. Annual Worker Training 
• 3. Community Tree Planting/ Public Education 
• 4. Provide a Tree based Energy Conservation       
       Program 
• 5. Provide an Arbor Day Celebration 
What We Do and Why We Do It 
Arbor Day Programs for 
Communities and Schools 
 
“Cool Communities”- 








Sponsor Cities for “Tree 
City USA” applications 
NIPSCO Clearance Requirements 
for Roadside Lines 
 
• Distribution 7.2 – 12.5 kV – minimum 10 ft. 
• Sub Transmission 34 – 69 kV – minimum 20 ft. 
• Transmission 138 kV – minimum 28 ft. 
 
 
                               
 
 
The UGLY:  
Removal of  White Pines next to 69KV.  Poor planning 
during planting resulted in unnecessary cost for tree 
work!!! 
•  Purpose for planting the tree, the Right Reason 
•  Tree location, the Right Place. 
•  Species growth and form, the Right Tree. 
•  Planting and After Care, the Right Way 
   

• Meet Requirement 
• Erosion control/ Stormwater Reclamation 
• Wind Break 
• Visual Beauty 
• Conserve Energy 
 
• Spatial Constraints  
• Utility Clearance 
• Sunlight 






• Adjacent Buildings 
• Proximity to Curb-line and Sidewalk 
• Intersections – provide sufficient sight distance 
• Street signs 
• Driveways 
• Most overlooked factor 
• Most trees grow best in moist, deep fertile, well 
drained soils 
• Not usually found in developed areas  
• Soil testing to determine pH and fertility. Soil pH range 






 Not enough soil volume 
and rooting space to 
support tree size 
Correct Planting 
 
For a tree to survive 
a minimum of  2 
cubic feet of soil 
volume for every 









• Hardiness  
• Tree Shape and Form 
• Tree Size at Maturity 
• Life Span 
• Species Diversity 
LOW GROW SPECIES 
SALT  TOLERANT  LOW 
GROW SPECIES 
• Paper bark Maple 
• Serviceberry 
• Redbud  
• Dogwoods 
• Hawthorn  
• Magnolias  
 
• Apple Serviceberry 
• Saucer Magnolia 
• Crabapples 
• Japanese Tree Lilac 
• Eastern Arborvitae 
• Speckled Alder 
• Witchazel 
• Viburnums 
*=can grow to medium height,  
plant wisely… 
• Insects and Disease 
• Fruits and Seeds 
• Maintenance 







Siberian (Chinese Elm) 
Silver Poplar 
Australian Willow 
• Give your Tree the best start possible. 
 
• Choose healthy stock 
 
• Plan and prepare your planting site 
 
• Have an “after care” program 
*Root ball should 
be firm to the 
touch, especially 
near the trunk. 
 
*Root ball should 











equal to stem 
length. 




*Pruned roots cut 
cleanly, none wider 
than a finger. 
 
*Soil & roots joined 
tightly. 
• Root Placement= 
CRITICAL to tree 
health 
 




• 90% of tree root 
system is in the top 





      Watering 
 
• Make sure every 
newly planted tree is 
watered. 
 
• Trees take 1year per 
inch of caliper to 
establish. Water is 
CRITICAL during this 
time. 
 
• Water slowly and 
deeply.   
 
• Keep soil moist, not 
saturated 
Size of tree Quantity of water 
per week for the first 2 years 
1 inch 10 gal. 
2 inch 15 gal. 
3 inch 20 gal. 
4 inch 25 gal. 
5 inch 30 gal 






• Site Evaluation 
• Communication 




Middlebury Utility Arboretum 


   
What makes a “Bad” 
Planting 
 
• Lack of planning 
• Poor communication 
• Short term thinking 
• “Any tree is better 







• What makes an 
“UGLY” planting? 
 
• NO planning 
• NO communication 
• May contribute to a 
hazardous 
environment (block 
traffic, leave litter on 
public area) 
This is at a HOSPITAL!!!! 
“The Bad”: This is a city planted project done to fulfill a “Tree City USA” 
requirement.  
Narrow tree lawn and overhead lines 
Street lighting , sidewalks, business entrances and road clearance 
